AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in 
the application: 

1. {Currently amended) A coating composition consisting of: a nw ilwater- 
thinnable polyurethane with at least two free OH groups obtained from the 
reactions consisting of: a first conversion of a primary and/or secondary 
alkanolamine with a NCO compound giving an intermediate product, followed 
by the addition of a cyclic carboxylic anhydride to the intermediate product; 
wherein the NCO compound has at least one free NCO group and no blocked 
NCO group, and the NCO compound is obtained by reacting at least one polyol 
with at least one polyisocyanate, in which the polyol is saturated polyester 
polyol or saturated polyether polyol; all alkanolamine being converted during 
the first conversion to the intermediate product such that the nitrogen atom of 
the alkanolamine reacts with one of the free NCO groups of p r e po l ym e rs the 
NCO compound to form a urea bond; and the cyclic carboxylic anhydride 
reacting, with ring opening, with the OH group, originating from the 
alkanolamine, of the intermediate product^]] and wherein the coating 
composition further consists of a crosslinking agent that is reactive with the 
water-thin nable polyurethane, 

2. (Currently Amended) The coating composition Water th i nnab l e 
p o l yurethan e according to claim 1 wherein the NCO compound does not exhibit 
any OH group. 

3. (Currently Amended) The coating composition Water-th i nnabl e 
po l yur e than e according to claim 1 wherein the NCO compound is modified by at 
least one alkoxypoly(oxyalkylene) alcohol. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The coating composition W at e r - th i nn a b le-pel 
according to claim 1 wherein the NCO compound is a prepolymer. 



5. (Currently Amended) 



The coating composition Water th i nnabl e 



polyur e than e according to claim 1 wherein the NCO compound exhibits at least 
two free NCO groups. 

6. (Currently Amended) The coating composition Wat er- thin n a b l e po l yur e than e 
according to claim 1 wherein at least one OH group of the alkanolamine is 
finked with its nitrogen atom via a substituted or non-substituted alkyl group with 
2 to 6 carbon atoms in the main chain. 

7. (Currently Amended) The coating composition Wat or th i n n ab le po l yur e than e 
according to claim 1 wherein OH groups originating from the alkanolamine are 
fully or partially secondary. 

8. (Currently Amended) The coating composition Wat e r - thinn a b lo po l yur e th a n e 
according to preceding claims characterised in that claim 1 wherein 
alkanolamine is diethanolamine and/or diisopropanolamine. 



9. (Currently Amended) The coating composition Wat o r thinn a ble po l yurothano 

according to claim 1 wherein it has an acid number of at least 10 mg KOH/g, in 
particular of at least 20 mg KOH/g. 

10. (Currently Amended) The coating composition Wat o r th i nnable 
po l yur o thane according to claim 1 wherein the polyurethane has a number 
average molecular weight of between 500 and 10,000, in particular between 
1,000 and 4,000. 

11. (Currently Amended) The coating composition Wat er- t hinnable 
p o l yur e than e according to claim 1 wherein the cyclic carboxylic anhydride is 
selected from the group of phthalic anhydride, hexahydrophthalic anhydride, 
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tetrahydrophthalic anhydride, methyl hexahydrophthalic anhydride, succinic 
anhydride and maleic anhydride. 



12. (Currently amended) The coating composition W a t e r - th i nnable 
po l yurothano according to claim 1 wherein the cyclic carboxylic anhydride is 
tr i mrl l itio trirnel litic anhydride. 

13. (Currently Amended) The coating composition according to claim 1 
wherein the crosslinking agent comprises a melamine resin fit method j 
co mpr i s i ng contacti n g a water - th i nnab le po l yur o than o ac cordin g cl a i m 1 w i th a 
me l amin e r e sin for th e product i on - of - hot cur i ng coat i n g comp osit i ons . 

14. (Currently Amended) The coating composition according to claim 13 
wherein A meth e e h — compr i sing cont a ct i ng a wat e r - th i nnab le po l yur e than e 
a ccording to cla i m 13 character i s e d i n that the melamine resin is a highly 
alkylated melamine resin, 

15. (Currently Amended) The coating composition according to claim 14 A 
m e thod accord i ng to c l a i m 14 wherein the melamine resin is one without NH 
groups. 

16. (Currently Amended) The coating composition according to claim wherein 
A m e thod accord i ng to c l a i m 13 wh e r ei n the crosslinking temperature of the 
coating composition is less than 145°C. 

17. (Currently Amended) The coating composition according to claim wherein 
A m e thod acco r d in g to c l a i m 13 wh e r ei n the crosslinking temperature of the 
coating composition is more than 180°C. 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently Amended) The coating composition Wat e r-th i nnab l e 
pol y u r e than e according to claim 2 wherein the NCO compound is modified by at 
least one alkoxypoly(oxyalkylene) alcohol. 
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20. (Currently Amended) The coating composition A-methe4 according to claim 
15 wherein the melamine resin is hexamethoxymethyl melamine. 
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